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To the Reader. 


FAVING, the !aft Year, publiſhed my Thoughts upon 


theſe Three Bills, of the greateſt national Importance, 


and having been encouraged by the favourable Reception which 


that ſmall Pamphlet found, in all Parts of the Kingdom, to pro- 
ſecute the Plan, I accordingly preſented the Three Bills to the 
Houſe, which were afterwards read a Firſt and Second Time, 
without the leaft Oppoſition, They have ſince alio been very 
fully examined and diſcuſſed in Committees, attended by Mem- 
bers from every Part of the Kingdom, from whole Suggeſtions, 
Alterations, and Additions, now inſerted in the ſeveral Parts of 


the Bills, they have reccived confiderable Amendments. 


Every Member who attended the Committee ſaw the infinite. 
Importance of the Matter, and moſt generouſly offered his A ſſiſt- 
ance to adapt the Bills tro the Circumſtances and Situation of 
every Part of this Country, Whenever a Difference of Opinion 
aroſe in the Committee, each Member expreiled his Sentiments 
with the utmoſt Candour ; and, after the gencral Senſe of the 


Committee was collected, the Clauſe under Confideration was 


poſtponed, in order to have it amended, it the Amendments 
were not very numerous; or, if they were, to have it withdraw, 
and a new Clauſe propoſed, which might better anſwer the Pur- 
poſes of the Public, and be moſt agreeable to the Sentiments and 


_ Wiſhes of the Committee. Theſe Amendments, or new Clauſes 
when found neceſſary, were afterwards produced, examined, and 


approved by the Committee, and received into the Bill, | 

In this Manner, and by theſe Means, have the Three Bills 
gone through the Committees, without a fingle Diviſion, 
— They have ſince been reported to the Houle, and ordered to 
be reprinted with the Amendments. 

A larger Number than uſual have been printed, in order tocir- 

culate them amongſt the Magiſtrates, and others who may be 
diſpoſed to conſider them, and ſuggeſt ary Amendments which 


may be further neceſſary, before they paſs the Houſe of Com- 


mons, 
It is therefore propoſed to move the Houſe, as ſoon as poſſible 


after the Adjournment for Eaſter Holidays, to have the Bills re- 


committed, that the Errors and Defects which may be diſcover- 
ed (and of which, from my own more accurate Obſervation, I 
acknowledge there were many) may be corrected ; and that theſe 
Bills, upon which ſo much of the Peace, Order, and good Go- 


vernment in the Police of this Country depends, may go as per- 
| fect to the Houſe of Lords as they can be made. 
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| Obſervations upon the Houſe of Correction Bill. 


"FS Bill has taken the Lead in the ſeveral Stages through 
which it has paſſed, and I here therefore give it the Firſt 
2 becauſe I think it a neceſſary Foundation for the other 
WO, | | : | {1 5 
It has been Matter of very ſincere Concern to me, when an 
Offender has been brought before me as a Magiſtrate, whoſe 
Puniſhment, by the Appointment of the Law, as it now ſtands, 
required his Commitment to the Houſe of Corcection ; number- 
leſs Inſtances have conduced to convince me of the miſchievous 
Conſequences attending ſuch Commitments, The almoſt total 
Want of all the Means of Employment; the Remiſſneſs, or entire 
Omiſſion, Imight ſay, of Correction; the indiſcriminate Intercourſe 


between the merely Idle, and utterly Abandoned; the Aſſociations 


naturally formed thereby; and the almoſt neceſſary Communica- 


tion of wicked Principles and Reſolutions, whereby the moſt com- 


plete Villain becomes ſtrengthened and confirmed, and the Be- 
ginner is both qualified for, and encouraged in, every lawleſs 
Enterprize. Such are the obvious Reaſons againſt the Execu- 


tion of the preſent Powers delegated to Magiſtrates, which I muſt 


own have frequently embarraſſed me, and which, I make no 


doubt, have appeared to other Magiſtrates under the ſame Cir- 


cumſtances of lncoavenience. | 1751 
In many Houſes of Correction they want neceſſary Buildings, 
and the Means of employing their Priſoners, which, it is hoped, 


will be provided under the expreſs Direction of this Act, as the 


Juſtices will not only find ita Matter of Duty, poſitively requir- 
ed by the Legiſlature, but will alſo feel it moſt neceſlary to eſta- 
bliſh Peace and good Government, and to enforce Obedience to 
their own Orders within their reſpective Juriſdictions, 

The Introduction of proper Employment into theſe ſeveral 
Priſons, will contribute very much to the ſalutary Effects of this 
Bill; and I propoſe, before it has finiſhed its Courſe through the 
Houſe of Commons, to add, as an Appendix, a Lift of the dif- 
terent Sorts of Employment which may be proper to be carried 
oa there, with Directions for the Introduction and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of them, upon ſuch a Plan as may be moſt uſeful; and 
alſo Eſtimates of the prime Coſt of the Utenſils, Tools, and 
Materials, necefiary for carrying on ſuch Buſineſs, and the pro- 
bable Earnings of each Perſon who ſhall be employed; and alſo 
to point out ſuitable Encouragement to the moſt induſtrious, 
by Rewards properly adapted; and I ſhall, with great Pleaſure, 
receive from any benevolent and well-diſpoſed Perſons, conver- 
lent in thoſe Matters, any Information or Plans which they will 
——SA ENT ine br EE | 
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1 Ol/ervations upon the Poor Bill. 


FHE Principles of all the Poor Laws are, to employ the Poor 
who are able to work, and to give Relief to the Impotenty 
by an equal Tax upon the Inhabitants and Occupiers of Lands, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments. 

There are Two grand Caufes of the preſent enormous Ex- 
pences attending the Poor, viz. 1ſt, By ſuffering them to live in 
Habits of Idleneſs. 2d, By the Ignorance and Profuſion of 
Pariſh Officers; to which may be ſometimes added, ſelfiſn Mo- 
tives and unjuſt Advantages ſecured to themſelves and their 


Friends, in the Application of the Pariſh Money. 


The great Objects of this Bill are, to make better Provifions 
for the Poor, at much leſs Expence to the Pariſhes; and the 
Meaſures propoſed for that Purpoſe are, not by altering the Prin- 
ciples of the preſent Laws in any Degree, but by enforcing them 
—by rendering them more practicable and ſalutary; and by 


correcting many evil Cuſtoms and Abuſes, which have been 


gradually introduced ſince the Firſt Eſtabliſhment of Poor Rates, 
about 180 Years ago. 5 12 
For this Purpole it has been thought neceſſary to give En- 
couragement to Work- Houſes, or Poor Houſes, for the better 
Employment of ſuch as are not able to earn ſufficient to main- 
tain themſelves; but not upon ſuch a Plan as to compel all Per- 
ſons, under that Deſcription, to be ſent thither, leaving it to the 
Diſcretion of Perſons reſpectable in Character and Fortune, to 
determine who are, or are not, fit Objects for ſuch Houſes. 

I do not wiſh to fee large and magnificent Buildings provided 


for this Purpoſe, or to have a great Number of Perſons col- 


lected n in any one of them; therefore, if a Pariſh, or 
even a Townſhip, which maintains its own Poor, is large and 
populous, having, upon an Average, not leſs than eighty or 


an hundred Perſons fit to be ſent to the Poor Houſe; I think it 
will be much better for ſuch a Place not to be united with any 


other (as there will be ſufficient Employment for a Governor) 
but where there are a Number of ſmall Pariſhes, or Townſhips, 
lying near each other, I think the uniting them for the Pur- 
poſes of this Act, will be a mutual Advantage :—The Ex- 
pences of a good Governor, which is eſſentially neceſſary, will 
be too great for a ſmall Pariſh or Townſhip ; but when ſeveral 
of thoſe are united, it will make it eaſy. I apprehend, Pa- 
riſhes, for their own Convenience, will not agree to unite, 
when they lie at a great Diſtance from each other; it may be 


difficult, however, to draw any certain Line with teſpect to 
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this, as in ſome Parts of the Kingdom they are very extenſive, 
and have not many Inhabi tante. 
With reſpect to the Buildings, as Economy is the great Object 
in every Part of the Bill, I think it will be more prudent to hire, 


than to purchaſe or erect new ones; and it ſeems probable, 


that there will not be many purchaſed, or entirely new-built 


| (except in Pariſhes or Townſhips which are of Magnitude ſuf- 


ficient to maintain and employ their Poor, without uniting with 
others), as in Caſe, of Diſagreement. between two or more Pa- 
riſhes once united, the more conſiderable the Sums originally ad- 
vanced by them are, the greater will be the Difficulties at- 
tending their Separation, and the more Occaſions of | Diſpute 


will neceſſarily ariſe, + 
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Short Abſfratt of the Clauſes contained in this Bill 


As great Inconveniences have been found in many Parts of 
the Kingdom, from farming out the Poor under Contracts 


for their Maintenance and Labour, by Virtue of à Clauſe in 


the Statute of g Geo, I. it is intended to repeal ſo much of 
the Clauſe as reſpects that Matter, and to annul all Contracts 


made upon it, which will have Continuance after the 25th 


Day of March 1783; but as it appears that Contracts of 
that Sort, in ſome Places where they have been under the In 


ſpection of Gentlemen of the Pariſh, or Neighbourhood, who 


have paid due Attention to them, have had a very good Effect, 
a Power is therefore given by the Act, for the Viſitor and 
Guardian of Pariſhes and Places which ſhall adopt the Provifions 
there eſtabliſhed, to make ſuch Contracts, if they ſhall think fit, 


for a Time not exceeding Twelve Months, under a very par- 


ticular Inſpection and Controuu. 2891791 

It is alſo provided by the Act, that whenever the major Part 
of the Owners or Occupiers of Lands, Tenements, or He- 
reditaments, which ſhall be aſſeſſed at 5 J. per Annum to 
the Poor's Rates, ſhall at a public Meeting, to be holden in 
ſuch Manner and upon ſuch Notice, as directed by the Act, 
fignify their Approbation of the Proviſions of it by Agreement, 
in the Form preſcribed, and ſhall recommend to the Conſidera- 


tion of the Juſtices Three able and diſcreet Perſons, qualified 


for Guardians, and Three other fit Perſons, qualified for Go- 


vernors of the Poor Houſe, and fix the Salaries to be paid to 
each; and ſhall alſo. recommend Three other Perſons qua- 


lified for Viſitors, and ſhall procure the Approbation of TW O 


cauſe 


Juſtices of Peace to ſuch Agreement and Salaries,” and ſhall 


FFF 


troul of the Juſtices. 


17 
cauſe the A greement to be regiſtered according to the Ditec- 
tions of the Act; every ſuch Pariſh or Townſhip ſhall, from 
that Time, be entitled to all the Benefits ariſing from the 


It is farther provided, That when the like Owners or Oc- 


cupiers, within any Two or more Pariſhes, Townſhips, or 


Places, ſhall think fit, with ſuch Approbation as aforeſaid, 
to unite for the Purpoſes of the Act, and ſhall fignify their 
Deſire ſo to do, at a public Meeting, to be holden in like 
Manner, within each of ſuch Pariſhes, &c. an Agreement 
ſhall, as ſoon as conveniently may be, after-ſuch public Meet- 


ing, be entered into by the Guardians of the ſeveral Pariſhes, 


in the Form preſcribed by the Act, which ſhall be entered as 
above ; and from that Time, ſuch Pariſhes, Townſhips, or 
Places, ſhall, in like Manner, be entitled to all the Benefits of 
the Act. 1 8 | 
In order to eſtabliſh theſe Houſes, and to enforce this 
Plan, it has been found neceſſary to make, in ſome De- 
gree, a new Arrangement of Officers. | 
The Poor, inſtead of being under the Care and Direction 
of Churchwardens and Overſeers, are required, in all Pariſhes 
and Townſhips which ſhall, by Conſent of the major Part of 
the Owners or Occupiers of Lands, Tenements, or Heredi- 


taments, at a public Meeting held purſuant to the Act, agree 


to adopt the Proviſions of it, ſhall be under the Care of a 
Guardian, to be appointed by Two Juſtices out of Three 
Perſons to be recommended at fuch Meeting, which Guardian 
is to be allowed a Salary for his Trouble; but the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers are to make the Poor's Rates, and col- 
let the Money as uſual, and pay to the Guardian ſuch Money 
as ſhall be neceſſary for the Purpoſes of the Act. 

They are allo at the Meeting to recommend in like Manner 
to the Juſtices, Three Perfons duly qualified for Governors of 
the Work- houſe, and fix the Salary ; One of whom is to be 
appointed by the Juſtices. 75 1 | 

They may alſo at the Meeting recommend Three Perſons, 


| reſpectable in Character and Fortune, to be Viſitors for a ſingle 


Pariſh or Townſhip, where they do not unite with any other ; 
and the Juſtices are to appoint One of them. 

When Two or more Pariſhes or Townſhips unite, the Guar- 
dians are to recommend to the Juſtices Three Perſons of the 
Deſcription aforeſaid for Viſitors, who are, to appoint One of 
them; and every Viſitor is authorized to appoint an Aſſiſtant: 
But if no one will accept the Office of Viſitor, the Guardians 
are to execute it by Turns, in Rotation, ſubje to the Con- 


44 a | 26 43 * 


[8 1 


The Guardians for the United Pariſhes or Townſhips, are to 
recommend one of their own Body to be Treaſurer, and the 
Juſtices are to appoint the Perſon ſo ene, or any other 
of the Guardians. 

The Duty of theſe ſeveral Officers i is ind out and direAed 
* the Act. | 

Directions are alſo given in what Manner the Treafarets, ad 
alſo the Churchwardens and Overſeers, are to make up and paſs | 
their Accounts. 

Upon Vacancies in any of thoſe Offices; the Succeſſors are to 
be recommended and appointed in like Manner. | 

If no Acting Juſtice within the Limit, thoſe of the neareſt 
adjoining Limit may at, 

Juſtices may appoint ſpecial Seffions within their Limits for 
the Purpoſes of the AR. ; 

Guardians to provide and fit up proper (Hooks ind: Buildings 
for the Reception and Employment of the Poor, with the Ad- 
vice and Approbation of the Viſitors, either by erecting new 
Ones, or by purchaſing or renting old Ones, for ſuch Terms and 


on ſuch Conditions, as ſhall be ſpecified in the ſaid Agreement, 


The Expences of erecting or purchaſing Buildings to be paid 
by the Guardians of the Poor of each Pariſh or Townſhip, in 
the Proportions to be ſettled in the Manner, and by the Perſons 
named in the ſaid Agreement. 

Power is alſo provided for the Viſitor and Gelen where 
ſuch Expences for any Pariſh or Townſhip ſhall amount ts 
L. 100, or upwards, to borrow it at Intereſt, and ſecure it by a 
Charge upon the Poor's Rates ; the Gude are to keep down 
the Intereſt, and gradually diſcharge the Principal, by Payments 
from Time to Time, of ſuch Sums as can be ſpared, without 
increaſing the Poor's Rates, above the Sum which they amounts 


ed to when the Poor Houſe was firſt eſtabliſhed... 


The Viſitors and Guardians are declared a Body Corporate; 
for the Purpoſes of taking and holding by Purchaſe, or Leaſe, 
any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, not exceeding One 
Acre in a City or Town, and Twenty Acres in the Country; 
and of taking and holding all voluntary Grants of Lands, Te- 
nements, or perſonal Property, which ſhall be made to them for | 


the Uſe and Benefit of the Poor. 


All Bodies Corporate, Truftees, Gitardians, &c. are e enabled 
to ſell and convey Lands for the Purpoſes of this Act. [A Clauſe 


will be neceſſary to be added in the C ommittee far the Ap eg of 


the Purchaſe Momey.] 
Poor Perſons are to be aide in the Houſe at the general | 


Expence of the Pariſhes uniting, 


The Treaſurer is to keep One Ane of Utenſils, Materials 
for Manufacture, F nnn, * or Repairs of Build- 
ings, 


By 


ings, Rent of Buildings, if hired ; and alſo of the Salaries to the 
Governor, Treaſurer, and Servants, if any, which Account 
ſhall be kept by the Treaſurer, and produced at the Meeting of 
the Guardians, to be held the Firſt Monday in every Month, 
and the Proportions for each Parith ſettled and adjuſted aecotd= 
ing to the faid Agreement; and the Quora for each Pariſh paid | 
by the Guardian to the Treaſurer, It may be neceſſary to give a 
Power to the Guardians at their firſt Meeting, to fix any other Day 
in the Week for their r Meeting, which they Holl find mere 
convenient. | 

'The Treabrer is to keep another Accovnt of the Victuals, 
Beer, Firing, and other Neceffaries, for the Uſe and Mainte- 
nance of the Poor, and other incidental Expences, which are to 
be proportioned by the Guardians at their Monthly Meetings, 
according to the Number of Perſons which fhall have been ſent 
from each Pariſh, and for the Time they have reſided there, and 
to be paid by each Guardian within Seven Days after the ſame 
ſhall be ſettled. ¶ See the Foun 179 N Accounts in the latter Part 
of theſe Obſervations. } 

A Penalty is inflicted poi the Guardian for his Default i in 
not attending the Monthly Meeting. 

Power for the Guardians, with the Conſent of the Lord of the 

Manor, and the major Part of the Perſons having Right of Com- 
mon, to incloſe Part of any Common or Waſte for the Purpoſes 
of the Act, not exceeding Ten Acres. 
Poor Perſons are to be admitted by an Order from the Guar- 
dian. 
None to be admitted but ſuch as are brows indigent by old 
Age, Sickneſs, or Infirmities, and are unable to acquire a Main- 
tenance by their Labour, except Orphan Children, who ſhall be 
ſent thither by Order of the Guardian, with the Approbation of 
the Viſitor, and ſuch as ſhall neceſſarily go with their Mothers 
thither for Suſtenance. 

All Infant Children of der Years, who, from Accident or 
Misfortune, ſhall become chargeable to the Pariſh, may either 
be ſent to the Poor Houſe, or placed, with the Approbation of 
the Viſitor, with ſome reputable Perſon in or near the Pariſh to 
which they belong, at a Weekly Allowance, until of ſuffefent 
Age to be put into Service or bound Apprentice. | 

A Liſt of the Names of all ſuch Children is to be delivered t 
the Viſitor, who is to ſee that they are properly treated, and to 
remove them when he thinks it neceſſary. 

If the Parent, or any reſponſible Friend of ſuch Children, ſhalt 
deſire to take them under their own Care, and provide for them, 
_ they are to be delivered to them; and no Crild under Seven 
Years of Age to be ſeparated from ite Nn writ :hout We Fa- 
rents Conſent. | 
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of Peace, upon Proof of very decent and orderly Behaviour. 
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| N Alt idle or diſorderly Perſons, able, but unwilling to wotk, are 
to be proſecuted by the Guardian or Overſeer, and puniſhed in 


| the Manner directed by the 17th Geo. II. 


Mhen there are poor Perſons able and willing to work, but 


_ who cannot get Employment, the Guardians or Overſcers are 
to, procure them Employment 'in any Pariſh or Place in or near 
that of their Reſidence, and to cauſe them to be properly main- 


tained until ſuch Employment can be found, and during the 


Time of ſuch Work. 2 09 | 
If any poor Perfon refuſes to work, or runs away from his 


Employment, the Guardian or Overſeer is to complain to a Juſ- 


tice of Peace, who may commit him to the Houſe of Correction. 


The Guardian of every Pariſh is to provide Cloathing for the 


| poor Perſons ſent by him to the Poor Houſe ; and in caſe of Ne- 


ect, a Juſtice of the Peace may order what ſhall appear neceſ- 


- * 


l 
| Gary, and oblige the Guardian to pay for it. 
. 


| he Rules, Orders, and Regulations ſpecified in the Schedule 
are to be obſerved, and alſo ſuch Additions as may be made by 


the Juſtices of the Limit, if not repealed or altered at the Quar- 


ter Seſſions, | | 
A Juſtice of Peace, on Complaint upon Oath, by or on Be- 


half of any poor Perſon, that the Guardian or Overſeer, on Ap- 
plication, bad refuſed proper Relief, after enquiring into the 
Circumſtances of the Caſe, may either order him ſome weekly 


or other Relief, or direct him to be ſent to the Poor Houſe ; 


which Order ſhall be complied with, or ſufficient Cauſe ſhewn 
to the contrary within Two Days; and if any Guardian or 


| Overſeer ſhall, upon Notice of ſuch Order, refuſe to obey it, he 


ſhall forfeit C. 5. Re 1 98 3 158 
Every Perſon receiving weekly Relief ſhall wear the Badge 
f. unleſs directed otherwiſe by a Juſtice 


If it ſhall appear to the Juſtice that the Perſon making the 
Complaint, or on whoſe Behalf it is made, is an idle or diſor- 


derly Perſon, and has not uſed proper Means to get Employ- 
ment, he may commit him to the Houſe of Correction; or, if 
it ſhall appear to the Juſtice, that the Huſband or Father of ſuch 


poor Perſon, who is liable to maintain him, is an idle or diſor- 
derly Perſon, able to work, but by his Neglect of Work, or for 


Want of ſeeking Employment, or by ſpending the Money ha 


earns in Alehouſes, or Places of bad Repute, does not maintain 
his Wife or Infant Child, but ſuffers them to be reduced to 
Want, the Juſtice may, in like Manner, commit ſuch Huſband 
or Father to the Houſe of Correction, | 

If any poor Perſon ſhall be retarded in his Paſſage by Acci- 


dent, Sickneſs, or bedily Inficmity, in any Pariſh to — he 
| | ocs 


1 

does not belong, the Guardian or Overſeer ſhall provide every 
Thing neceſſary for him, and when fit to be removed, take 
him to a Juſtice of Peace to be examined, and removed to the 
Place of his Settlement; and the Guardian or Overſeer ſhall 


make a Charge of the Expences, which, when allowed and cer- 
| tified by the Juſtice, ſhall be paid by the Guardian or Overſeer 


of the Poor of the Pariſh or Place where 'the poor Perſon's Set- 


tlement ſhall be, if it can be found, and fhall be in the County, 


or within the Diftance of Thirty Miles. [It may bs proper to 
add here,—when the Settlement of any ſuch poor Perſon cannot be 
found, he ſhall be maintained, during his Inability to provide for him- 
75 at the Expence of the County, under the Direction of the Juſtices of 
eace at their Quarter Seſſious] — And if any poor Perſon, cir- 
cumſtanced as aforeſaid, ſhall die before examined, or if any poor 
Perſon ſhall be found dead in any ſuch Pariſh or Place, the 
Guardian or Overſeer is to cauſe him to be buried, and to make 
a Charge of the Expences as aforeſaid, which ſhall, in like Man- 
ner, be paid by the Guardian or Overſcer of the Pariſh where 
ſuch Perſon was ſettled, if it can be found, and ſhall be within 
the County, or Diſtance aforeſaid. But in caſe the Settlement 
of ſuch poor Perſon cannot be found, or ſhall be at a greater 
Diſtance, then ſuch Expences are to be paid by the Treaſurer 
of the County, and allowed in his Accounts, | 
Nothing in this Act is to alter or affect the Settlement of any 
poor Perſon, or any of the Proviſions eſtabliſhed in any Act of 


Parliament for the Management of the Houſes of Induſtry or 
Work- houſes, in any Part of the Kingdom. 8 


Poor Perſons embezzling or wilfully waſting any of the 
Goods or Materials committed to their Care, ſhall be com- 
mitted to the Houſe of Correction. | 5 
If any Guardian, Overſeer, or other Perſon, ſhall entice, 
take away, convey, or remove, any poor Perſon from one 
Pariſh or Place to another, without legal Order, he ſhall forfeit 
a Sum not exceeding 201. nor leſs than 51. pies 

If any Viſitor, Guardian, Churchwarden, or Overſeer, {hall 


ſell or furniſh any Materials, Goods, Cloaths, Victuals, or 
; Proviſions, or do any Work in his Trade, for the Ule of any 
Poor Houſe for which he ſhall be ſo appointed to act, or be 
concerned in Trade or Intereſt with any Perſon who does 


the ſame, he ſhall forfeit a Sum not exceeding 101. nor leſs 
than 51. rr 
A Clauſe for recovering and applying Penalties ; another for 
an Appeal to the Quarter Seſſions againſt any Act done by a 


* 


| Juſtice of Peace out of Seſſions. 


Alſo Forms of the ſeveral Proceedings directed by the AR: 


Nis 


* 
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With reſpe& to Salaries, which have been thought neceffary 
to enforce the Execution of the Act, as they may be objected 


to; and ought, I think, to be introduced with the greateſt Cau- 


tion, I ſhall take this Opportunity of ſubmitting my Thoughts 
upon them. Fa 8 F r 
The Office of Governor muſt, in its Nature, engroſs the 
whole Attention of the Perſon appointed to it ; and as it will 


be executed by thoſe who cannot be ſuppoſed to give - thetr 


Time and Trouble gratis, they muft have a proper Compen- 
ſation; that will vary according to the Situation of the Coun- 
try, and the Number of Perſons likely to be under his Care. 
I think in many Country Places, 2ol. per Annum, with his 


HFabitation and Maintenance, will be ſufficient ; perhaps, in 


large. Towns, where the Duty may be greater, that Sum 
may be found too ſmall. Sees 5 REY 

With reſpect to the Guardian, it is an Office of great Burden 
and Truft, and although in many ſingle Pariſhes or Townſhips 
it will not require the whole Time and Attention of the Perſon 


appointed, yet it will take a conſiderable Part of it, if executed 


as it ought; and the Pariſh is much intereſted in placing it in 
od. Hands. think, upon a Medium of ſuch Pariſhes and 
laces, 10l. a Year will be a proper Allowance ; in ſome leſs, and 
in others more; but none ſhould, in my Opinion, exceed 20l. 
With regard to the Office of Treaſurer ; it is propoſed, that 
for United Pariſhes, One of the Guardians ſhould be ap- 
pointed, who will have a Salary as Guardian, and a ſmall Ad- 
dition, will, I apprehend, be ſufficient; the Act directs it to be 
fixed by the Viſitor, who will be a proper Judge, and that it 
ſhall not exceed 10l. a Year, In Pariſhes which are not united, 
that Expence will be ſaved, as the Guardian muſt keep the 
Account. $14 e | 1 7 8 | 
It is to be obſerved, that theſe Salaries to the Governor and 
Guardian are to be fixed by the Pariſhioners' at the Meeting; 
who, it may be expected, will not be too Javiſh of their own 
Money, and yet will allow what they think will make it worth 


the Acceptance of a Perſon properly qualified for the Office; 


if they ſhould fix it too high, the Juſtices have a controuling 

Power, as the Act requires their Approbation. 8 
With reſpect to the Office of Viſitor, I wiſh to ſee that placed 

in-moſt reſpectable Perſons; and as they have a Power to ap- 


point an Affiſtant, I hope no Gentleman of Fortune, in or near 


any Pariſh or Place, will refuſe it, if he ſhall be recommended 


at the Meeting, and appointed to it; as he muſt ſee that the hap- 


y Effects of this Act depend, in a great Meaſure, upon it. 
is Attendance and Influence will keep the ſudordinate Officers 
g | ASIDE 8 PA DS 223TH: 22 in | 
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in due Order; and, by his Weight and Authority, he will ſup- 
„ preſs any Diſcontents or Animoſities, ſhould they ariſe between 


| the Poor and thoſe Officers. . 


. 


In. Parts of the Country where ſuch Gentlemen cannot be 
found, it is hoped the Parifhoners, at their Meetings, will think 
of ſome reſpectable Clergyman, in the Neighbourhood, who 
will, I doubt not, be happy in ſuch an Opportunity of exer- 

ciſing thoſe Principles of Humanity and - Benevolenee, which 
manp, in that Claſs of Life, poſſeſs in an eminent Degree. 

In thoſe Clauſes where the Pariſh Officers are deſcribed, as 
Guardians or Overſeers,it is intended to comprebend ſuch Pariſhes 
and Townſhips as do not adopt the Proviſions of the Act, as 
well as thoſe which ſhall ; but it is hoped there will not be many, 
of any Degree of Conſequence, which will not; as they will find 
many very ſalutary Proviſions and Regulations, extremely uſeful 
to them, whether they have or have not a Work-houſe, if they 
ſhall chuſe to continue detached from any others, the Whole of 
this Act being perfectly optional in that Reſpect. _ | 

There are many large Pariſhes, particularly in Lancaſhire and 
Cheſhire, which conſiſt of many Townſhips, and maintain their 
Poor ſeparately from each other: Thoſe may either continue ſe- 
parated, or unite with each other, or with any adjacent Pariſh 
or Place willing to receive them, as they may think fit, 2 

There are alſo, in many Parts of the Kingdom, extra-pa- 
rochial Places, which are not at all affected by this Bill with 
regard to any Compulſion; but as the Word Places is inſerted, 
as well as Pariſhes and Towaſbips, if any ſuch have a Number 
of Poor (as I believe many of them have), they may alſo avail 
themſelves of the Act, either by . eſtabliſhing Work-houfes 
there, or uniting with any other Pariſh or Townſhip, lying near, 

and willing to receive them. ” Vo vet 3 «41753 1-18 

As the Act now ſtands, it is to be adopted with the Approba- 

tion of the major Part of Owners or Occupiers, c.; but Lin- 
tend to ſubmit it to the Committee, whether there ought not to 
be a Concurrence of Two- thirds at leaſ. 41 0 


* * 
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By the Intimations which have been given from many Parts.of 
the Kingdom, this Bill is likely to be very well received; and ag 
it will be immediately adopted in many Pariſhes, it is not doubt. 
ed but it will ſoon become very general, when the good Effects 


of it ſhall be known by Experience. 1 


Tue Obje&to be attained is very great, conſidering the preſent 
Diſtreſſes and Expences attending the Poor; and there ſeems to 
be little or no Riſk or Hazard in the Experiment, by making 


? 


Ule of preſent Work-houles, or hiring other Buildings; | 2 ©: 
If any Defects ſhall appear ia the Act, after it has had the full 


Conſideration of both Houſes of Parliament, they may be'cors! 
regted and amended in any ſubſequent Seffions, 
| 3 ; Obſer- 
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it dires, That in every Pariſh, Town, or 


_ Officer, and an Increaſe of Expence.] 
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Rogues, and Vagabands, from travelling about unmoleſied 
through the different Parts of the Kingdom, without proper Li- 
cence or Employment, committing many Acts of Rapine and 
Violence; and alſo to prevent Common Beggars from infeſting 


> * 


IT HIs Bill is calculated to prevent Idle and Diſarderly Perſons, 


the Streets and Agne, to the great Terror and Annoyance 


of his Majeſty's Subjects, and the, Diſturbance of the Public 
Peace, —by apprehending and puniſhing ſuch Offenders. 
As much will depend upon the Ability and Vigilance of Con- 
ſtables, and other Peace Officers, in the Execution of this Act, 

Hamlet, for which 


a Conſtable or Headborqugh hath, been uſually appointed, the 


E IS 
» 
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major Part of the Owners or Occupiers of Lands, &c. which 


clicf of the Poor, ſhall, at a Public Meeting, onthe Ander 
next preceding Michaclmas Day in every Year, after giving Eight 
Days Notice thereof, recommend to the Steward of the Court 
Leet, where any ſhall be holden, or to the, Juſtices of the Limit, 
where no fuch Court is holden, Three able, ſubftantial, and re- 
putable Perſons, qualified for the Office; and fix a Salary for him 
to be approved by the Steward or Juſtices, to be paid out 
of the Poor's Rates, to ſuch Perſon: as ſhall be appointed and 


1 aſſeſſed after the Rate of Five Pounds per Annum to the 


ſworn in; and if ſuch Perfon ſhould not prove to be of ſufficient 


Ability, or ſhould be guilty of Miſbehaviour, another Perſon is 
to be recommended and appointed in like Manner to ſucceed 
bim. 0 ſeems neceſſary that the ſame Proviſion ſhould be made in 
This not to extend to Conſtables or Headboroughs within 
any City, Borough, or Town Corporate; nor to prevent the 
Stewards or Juſtices to appoint more than One, where more 
have been uſually appointed, or ſhall be found neceſſary. 7 

E thoſe aſſembled at ſuch Meeting. Hall think fit to recommend the 
Perſen who is Guardian of the Poor for that Pariſh or Townſhip as 
4 fit Perſon to ſerve the Office of Conſtable alſa, the Steward or Fuſ- 
zices may appoint him, and, by that Means, prevent an additional 


The Juſtices are required, once in every Quarter, to iſſue 
their Warrant to the particular Conſtable ſo recommended and 
appointed, inſtead of the High Conſtable; and to add ſome re- 


12 l 


putable and ſubſtantial Inhabitant in ſuch Warrant who ſhall be 
willing to act as a ſpecial Conſtable to aſſiſt in the Execution 
thereof, and ſhall direct the Time when it is to be executed, and 
ſhall meet the Day following, at ſame convenient Place, in order 
to examine the Perſons apprehended, and to proceed in the Exe- 
cution of the Act. And the Juſtices may, if they think fit, con- 
tinue the Warrant in the Hands of the Conftable, till the Time 
of iſſuing their next Warrant ; but no ſuch Conſtable ſhall exe- 
cute ſuch Warrant after the General Privy Searches, except in 
the Preſence of One of the ſpecial Conſtables. _ ST 5k 
The Juſtices are to take the Examinations of the Perfons fo 
apprehended, and the Evidence for and againſt them, upon Oath, 
and proceed as directed by 17th George II., except where alter- 
ed by this Act. They ſhall cauſe ſuch Informations and Exa- 
minations as affect any Perſons whom they have Reaſon to fuſ- 
pet to have run away from their Wives or Children, or to have 
deſerted from the Service as Soldiers or Mariners, or to have 
been guilty of any Felony, Robbery, or other atrocious Crime, 
to be printed, and tranſmitted by the Firſt Poſt, together with 
the beſt Deſcription they can collect, of the Size, Complexion, 
and Age, of every Perſon ſo ſuſpected, to ſuch Public Offices in 


London, Weſtminſter, or other Parts of the Kingdom, as ſhall bs 


directed by the Principal Secretary of State, the Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty, or the Secretary at War, and notified by them 
to the Clerk of the Peace of every County, &c. who is directed, 
aſter he ſhall have received ſuch Notice, forthwith to communi- 


cate it to every Juſtice of the Peace within the ſame. 


The Reward of 10s. directed by the ſaid Act, to be paid to 
the Conſtable for apprehending every ſuch Perſon, is to be diſ- 
tributed amongſt the Conſtables and Perſons employed to aſſiſt 
them upon that Occaſion, in ſuch Proportions as the Juſtices 
ſhall direct; — and the Juſtices, at their Quarter Seſſions, may 
order an Addition to be made to it, not exceeding 28. 6 d. for 
every Perfon whoſe Examination ſhall be ſo taken, which ſhall 
be paid to the Juſtice's Clerks, for their Trouble and Expence 
on that Occaſion. 2 e 

The Juſtices are to provide in every Market Town, and in 
ſuch other Towns and Places as they ſhall judge proper, a Build- 
ing called a Cage or Lock-up Houſe, for the Reception and 
ſafe Cuſtody of Offenders, until they can be conveyed to a Ma- 
giſtrate, in order to be examined and puniſhed as the Law di- 
rects ;—and the Expences of Building, Renting, or Hiring ſuch 
Houſe, after being examined and allowed by Two Juſtices of 
the Peace, ſhall be paid by the Treaſurer of the County; and 
the Conſtable of every ſuch Town ſhall have the Care and Ma- 
nagement of ſuch Houſe, and of the Perſons confined therein, 
Who ſhall take them before a [Juſtice of Peace to be examined 
BT 3 and 
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E 
and proceeded againſt as the Law directs, within the Space of 
Twenty: four Hours, and ſhall provide neceſſary Food and Suſ- 


tenance for them, and make a Charge thereof; which, when al- 


lowed by the Juſtices at their Quarter Seſſions, ſhall be likewiſe Þ| 


paid by the Treaſurer of the County, &c. 


If any Conftable, Headborough, Watchman, Beadle, or 


— * 


other Peace Officer, ſhall ſee any Perſon begging or aſking 
Alms, from Door to Door, or in any Street or Highway, or 
any Perſon deſcribed by this or the ſaid recited Act, as a Rogue 


or Vagabond, he is to apprehend him and take him before a 


1 r of the Peace, if any ſhall reſide near the Place; if not, to 


ne of the ſaid Houſes, to be confined till he can be conveyed 


to ſome Juſtice of the Peace, to be examined and puniſhed as 


aforefaid; and if any other Perſon ſhall ſee any. ſuch Beggar ſo 


_ offending, he may apprehend and 8 him to the Conſtable, 


or inform the Conſtable thereof, who ſhall forthwith take and 
convey him to a Juſtice of Peace, or to the ſaid Houſe, to be 
oceeded againſt within the Time aforeſaid: And every 
erſon who apprehended, or can give Information againſt ſuch 


Perſon, is required to attend the Juſtice, who, if he ſhall 
find the Complaint to be true, ſhall convict the Offender, and 


commit him to the Houſe of Correction, for a Time not ex- 


125 ceeding Two Months, nor leſs. than One; and the Conſtable 
ſhall receive Five Shillings for every Perſon fo apprehended and 


convicted.  _- 


In order to render theſe Proviſions more effectual, the Juſtices 


ſhall cauſe to be fixed at ſuch Toll Gates, on Turnpike Roads, 


and at fuch conſpicuous Places, on public Roads and Highways, 
and other Places, as they ſhall think moſt proper, painted on a 
Board, the Name and Place of Abode of the Conſtable, or 
other Peace Officer of the Place where ſuch Notice ſhall be 


fixed, and order the. Expences thereof to be paid by the 
Treaſurer of the County, &c. ; and Perſons defacing or pulling 


down any fuch Notices, are to forfeit a Sum not exceeding | 


408. nor lefs than 10s, e nee PORT 
Every Conſtable, or other Peace Officer, is to forfeit a Sum 


not execeding 51. nor leſs than 10 8. for every Neglect of his 


ut. $ | I's " k 1 
$2400 ſuch Beggar ſhall, upon Conviction for a Second Of- 
fence, be committed to the Houſe of Correction for a Time not 


| leſs than Two, nor more than Four Months; and every Male 


Perſon, for every Third Offence of the like Sort, is to be com- 
mitted to the Houſe of Correction till the next Quarter Seſſions, 
when, upon Proof of the ſeveral Convictions, he may be ſent to 


ſome Garrifon, Fort, or Place in any of his Majeſty's Domi- 


nions, to be employed as a Soldier, Scamen, Mariner, or in ſuch 


5 other Manner in which he can, in the Judgment of the preſiding 


Office! 
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Every Rogue and 
be committed to the Rouſe of Correction for any Time not ex- 


EE 7 ] 
Offer there, be moſt ferviceable, during his Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
or may be ſen t to the Houſe of Correction for any Time not 


: exceeding Twelve, nor lefs than Six Months.; and if any Per- 


ſon, incapable ' of doing Service in ſuch Garriſon, Fort, or 
Place, ſhall be convicted of ſuch Third Offence, he ſhall be 
committed to the Houſe of Coirection for the Time aforeſaid ; 


and every Convict ion for Begging ſhall be entered by the Juſ- 


tice's Clerk, in a Boo k to be kept for that Purpoſe, with a De- 
ſcription of the Size, Complexion, and Age of the Perſon ſo 


convicted, who ſhall"deliver a Copy thereof to the Clerk of the 


Peace at every Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions, or ſhall forfeit 


Forty Shillings for every Neglect, and he ſhall receive from the 


Treaſurer of the County, One Shilling for every Conviction. 
If it ſhall appear to the Juſtices before whom any Perſon ſo to 


de apprehended by the Juſtice's Warrant, or for begging, upon 
Examination and Inſpection of ſuch Perſon, that he is afflicted 


with Sickneſs, or bodily Infirmity, without the Means of Sub- 
fiſtence, or of proceeding to the Place of his Settlement, or ſhall 


- prove to ſuch Juſtice any favourable Circumſtances to ſhew that 
he is not a wilful Offender, every ſuch Juſtice ſhall, inſtead of 


committing him to the Houſe of Correction, order him to be 
conveyed by Paſs to the Place of his Settlement, if it can be 


found ; and he ſhall be in a State of Health fit to be removed ; 
if not, as ſoon as he can ſafely be removed thither, and the Juſ- 


tice is to order the Overſeer of the Poor of the Place where ſuch 


Perſon was apprehended, to provide all Neceſſaries for him; and 
if his Settlement ſhall be within the County where he was appre- 
hended, the Expences fhall be paid by the Overſeer of the Pariſh 
where he 1s ſettled ; but if his Settlement cannot be diſcovered, 
or ſhall appear to be in any other County, the Expences ſhall 


be paid by the Treaſurer of the County where he was appre- 


 herided,”out of the Bounty or Public Money. * 
After the 29th Day of September 1782, no Perſon ſhall be 
conveyed by Paſs from One Place to another, but ſuch as are 


Rogues and Vagabonds within the Deſcription and Meaning of 
the ſaid Act and this Act; and no Woman or Perſon under 


Seven Vears of Age, or any Perſon afflicted with ſevere Sickneſs or 


Infirmity of Body, who ſhall be apprehended as a Rogue or Va- 
gabond, ſhall wu before conveyed by Paſs. 
agabond who ſhall be able to work, is to 


ceeding Two, nor leſs than One Month, before he ſhall be con- 
veyed by Paſs, except in Caſes herein excepted; and every Pa- 
riſh Officer, or other Perfon, who ſhall convey or cauſe to be 
conveyed, 'any Perſon by Pats, contrary to the Meaning of this 


Act, or who ſhall be adviſing, aiding, or affiſting therein, or 
thall uſe any Means to 2 N poor Perſon to commit an Act 


of 
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their Settlements, 
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of Vagraney, ſhall forfeit a Sum not exceeding J. 5, nor lef, 
than 408. 11108 99 POOP Es, | | 


The Juſtices of Peace who ſhall. hereafter remove any Per ſon 
as a Rogue and Vagabond, by Paſs to the Place of bis Settle- 
ment, if it ſhall be in the County, Riding, &e. where he was 
apprehended, or any County, Riding, &e. which ſhal! adjoin 


thereto, he ſhall ſend him by the Conſtable to the. Pariſh. or 


Place where he is ſettled; but if his Settlement ſhall be in 2 
remote County, he'ſhall: be ſent; from One County, Riding, 
Diviſion, Corporation, or Franchiſe, in the Form and Manner, 


Ts 133543 „ iel, 
For the Benefit of Perſons travelling from. Home to ſcek La- 
bour and Employment, the Miniſter, and One of the Church- 
wardens, or Overſeers of the Poor of the Pariſh or Townſhip to 
which any ſuch berſon belongs, with the Conſent and Appro- 
bation of a Juſtice of the Peace, are required to give a Teſtimo- 
nial to any ſuch Labourer, or Perſon applying ſor the fame, ſpe- 
cifying his Name, Occupation, and Place-of Settlement; which 
Perſon obtaining ſuch Teſtimonial, ſnall be permitted, without 
Interruption, to travel to the Place or Places therein deſcribed, 
not excceding the Diſtance to be aſcertained and allowed in ſuch 
Teſtimonial, and to return from the ſame within the Time to be 


therein limited, not exceeding Six Months. And if any Perſon ob- 


taining ſuch Teſtimonial ſhall exceed the Bounds, ox ſtay beyond the 
Time preſcribed, he ſhall, upon Complaint and Conviction before a 
Juſtice of the Peace be deemed a Rogue and Vagabond, and be 


apprehended, convicted and puniſhed as ſuch, unleſs it ſhall 


appear to the Juſtice that there was ſufficient Cauſe for ſuch De- 
lay or Deviation, in which Caſe, inſtead of infficting the Pu- 
niſhment directed by the Acts, he ſhall convey him by Paſs to 
the Place from wherice ſuch Teſtimonial was given, 
Theſe Teſtimonials: are only to be, conſidered as temporary 
Permiſſions for Perſons to reſide ont of their own Pariſhes, in 
order to procure Employment and Subſiſtence, but not to affect 


nl iu zi oi d 5099 
When poor Perſons. ſhall: come from Scotland or Ireland, in 


order to work at Harveſt, or other Buſineſs, they may, before 


they proceed from the Firſt Pariſh, or Place at which they ar- 
rive in England, take from the Miniſter, and one of the Qhurch- 


wardens or Overſeers of ſuch Pariſh or Place, a Teſtimonial of 


the like Import be forementioned, deſcribing their, Occupations, 
and Places of Settlement or Reſidence in Scotland or Ireland, and 


alſo the Places or Parts of the Country, in which they deſire to 


travel, for the Purpoſe of purſuing their Oecupations, Jimiting 
the Time of their Return; which Teſtimonials, the Minifters, 
&c. are required to grant, and the Pariſh-Officers, are. to enter 


the ſame in a Book to be kept for that Purpoſe ; and every Perſon, 
obtaining fuch Teſtimonial, ſhall be permitted. without Interup- 


tion 


— — 


. an. a> ae. 
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tion, fo: travel to ard from the Places therein deſcribed, within 
the Time they limit; but if he exceed the Bounds, or continue 
beyond the Time, he ſhall, on Complaint before a Juſtice of the 
Peace, if convicted, be puniſhed as a Rogue and Vagabond, unleſs 
it ſhalf appear to ſuch Juſtice that there was ſufficient Cauſe for 
ſich'Delay or Deviation, in which Caſe he ſhall be removed by 
Paſs as àforeſaidꝰꝰT a 6 | 
All Paſſes, Teſtimonials, Cer 
any Magiſtrate,” of other Perſon, importing a Licence for the 
Bearer thereof, to beg, or aſk Charity, under Pretence of any Loſs 
or Misfortune, except under Briefs by Letters Patent, are declar- 
ed illegal; and every Magiſtrate or Perſon ſigning the ſame, 
from and after ithaekngs 1782, ſhall forfeit Ten Pounds, one 
Moiety thereof to che Informer, and the other to the Treaſurer 
of-the County, Riding, &c. where the Offence was committed; 
8 'erſons begging or aſking Charity under the fame are 
declared Rogues and Vagabonds. 31 
The Penalties, Forfeitures, and Puni 
| ſaid Act, of the i7th George II., againſt Perſons for ob- 
ſtfucting the Execution of that AR, or for receiving any Offend- 
er, or for counterfeiting or altering Certificates, or tor becoming 
incotrigible Rogues, ſhall be extended, in all Reſpects, to the like 
Offenders under this Act; and alſo to all Perſons counterfeiting, 
| altering,' or obliterating any Feſtimonial hereby directed to be 
given, as well as Certificates under that Act, and ſhall be re- 
covered and applied in the Manner thereby directed. 
Perſon ſhall knowingly permit or ſuffer any Rogue, Vagabond, 
or incorrigible Rogue, within the Meaning of this or the ſaid 
Act, to lodge or take ſhelter in his Houſe, Barn, or Building, and 
ſhall not apprehend and carry him before a Juſtice of the Peace, 
or give Notice to ſome Conftable or Peace-officer ſo to do, he 
ſhall, on Conviction, forleit a Sum, not exceeding Five Pounds nor 
leſs than Fifty Shillings; and in caſe the Perſon ſo convicted ſhall 
keep a Public Houſe, licenſed for ſelling Wine, Ale, or other 
Liquor, he ſhall, for every ſuch Offence, forfeit his Licence, 
and be incapable of following fuch Buſineſs, or having his Li- 

cence rene wed within the Year next enſuing. 
All Penalties and Forfeitures, where not otherwiſe directed, 
are to be "levied in a ſummary Way before a Juſtice of 
Peace; and, when recovered, ſhall be paid, where dot otherwiſe 
directed, one Moiety to the Informer, and the other to the Trea- 
ſurer of the County, Riding, &c. to be applied in diſcharging 

the Expences to be paid by him under this Act. 
The Perſon aggrieved by any Act of a Juſtice o 

of Sem̃ons, may appeal to the next General Quarter Seſſions 
of the County, Sc. giving Eight Days Notice to the Party 
againſt whom the. Complaint ſhall be made, and giving Secu- 
ity, by Recognizance, to pap the Coſts, if the Matter the 1 

3g. 2 


tificates, or Permits, ſigned by 


ſhments, inflifted by the 


If any 


f Peace out 


uld 


Be 
be determined againſt bim; and the Juſtices at the Quarter 
Seſſions are to hear and Sete id ſuch Appeal, and award 
Coſts for or againſt the Appellant, as they ſhall ſee juſt; 


which Determination ſhall be final. 
Forms of the ſeveral Proceedings are added in a Schedule t to 


the Act. 8 5 | = 0 4 


—_ 


_ Obfervatuons. 


| It is well known thax the great Queſtion, relative to the 
. Removal of Paupers, bas been the Source of vexatious and 
qi. expenſive Litigations between Pariſhes, and that the Endea- 
WW vours | hitherto uſed to alleviate theſe Grievances, haye as yet 
[1 produced no effectual Remedy; it is hoped, however, that 
| this Vagrant Act will very much contribute to that End, 

There will be great Difficulty in digeſting that Mater pro- 
perly, as Things are now circumſtanced. If every Inhabitant 
of a Pariſh was to be declared irremoveable till he becomes actual - 
Iy chargeable, it might encourage many idic and diſorderly Per- 
ſons, who make a practice of {trolling about the Country, as iti- 
nerant Thieves, to intrude themſelves unmoleſted, which would 
greatly alarm and diſturb Pariſhes, already much oppreſſed by 
Perſons of that Deſcription. 

If ſuch an Act was to paſs, there ought to be many Reſtrictions 
to prevent improper Perſons from intruding, and alſo from ac- 
quiring Settlements, or deriving them to others as their Servants 
or Apprentices; but ſuch Reſtrictions cannot be effectually pro- 
vided and effecled without altering many other Acts, and intro- 

ducing Confuſion in the Syſtem of the Poor Laws, which have 
already faffered too much by temporary Expedients, without 
ſufficiently conſidering in What Manner 1 would operate _ 
other Laws. 

If this Vagrant Act ſhould paſs, and be duly enforced, it is 
apprehended thoſe Difficulties and Jealouſics, will be, in a, great 
Meaſure, avoided, as it is calculated to puniſh and remove that 
Claſs of People, wherever they ſhall be found. If it ſhould 
have that happy Effect, the only Perſons from whom any Incon- 
venience of that fort can ariſe will be the induſtrious Labourers, 
who g from Place to Place to exerciſe their Occu pations, which 
they may do, to great Advantage, and with great Security, both 
to himſelf and the Pariſhes where their Labour ſhall be employed, 

under the Teſtimonials directed by this Act. | 
 Whenthe happy Effects of this new Act ſhall have been diſcover- 
ed, I apprehend there will be noDifkeulty i in framing. a ſhort Bill(if 
any ſhall be thought neceſſary) to prevent theſe induſtrious Labour- 
ers from being removed, until they become actually chargeable; but 
my Opinion is,that the Juſtices have already a diſcretionary Power 


in that a rk and | have e refuſed to grant 2 
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1. 


for removing Perſons of that Deſcription, until they baue been 

Br i + | 
Some of the Proviſions in this Vagrant Act may feem harſh 

and ſevere, but they are not new—the Deicription of Rogues, 


Vagabonds, and Beggars, and the Puniſhment inflicted upon 


them, is in moſt Reſpects conformable to the Satute of the 17th 
Geo. II. which ſtill continues in Force, where not varied:by 
this Act. It facilitates the Means of diſcovering the Offenders, 
and in many Reſpects mitigates the }'uniſkment : "The great 
Objects of it are of the utmoſt Importance to the future Peace, 
Order, and Security of the State, and the Well-being of this 
Country; but cannot be attained without ſome Degree ol Se- 
verity, which, it is not doubted, in the End will be found 


wholeſome and ſalutary, even to the Individuals who may at 


firſt ſuffer by it. 21 50010 
When theſe Bills are paſſed, I wiſh to fit down with other 


Gentlemen of the learned Profeſſion, who ſhall be diſpoſed to 


contribute their Aſſiſtance, to reviſe the whole Body of the 


Poor Laws now exiſting, and to reduce what ſhall be found ne- 
ceſſary to be continued, into One Act, and repeal all the reſt : 
I do not think this will be a very arduous Work. EY 


Mode of adjuſting the Firſt Account mentioned in the 
Act reſpetting Utenſils, Materials, Furniture, 
Rent, o. ces 


ET it be ſuppoſed that the Pariſhes or Townſhips of 
A. B. C. and D. have agreed to be united under the 
Authority of the Act, and that E. and F. are the Perſons 


named in the Agreement, as Arbitrators or Referees to ſettle 
and adjuſt the Proportions which each Pariſh or Place is to, pay. 


It will be neceſſary for E. and F. at their firſt Meeting to 


call upon the Officers of every ſuch Pariſh, Townſhip, | or 
Place, for their Aſſeſſments and Accounts, in order to {ee what 


they have paid to their Poor, on a Medium of Three Years 
preceding the Agreement ; for which Purpoſe a Clauſe may. be 
inſerted in the Act, to oblige them to produce 'em, under a 


- 


Penalty for Refuſal: 


When the Arbitrators have got theſe Materials, it will. be 
neceſtaty to ſeparate and deduct _ Matter which does not 
relate to the Poor ; for Inſtance, oney paid to the County 
Rates, or for the Expences of the Conſtable, Headborough, or 


„ r 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i Militia, which are all now included in the Poor's Rates :—And 
3 as ſome of theſe Pariſhes may have had Expences occaſioned: by 
1 Litigations about Settlements and Removals, and others may 
it not, I think it will be proper to exclude all ſuch Expences in 
ith the Account, and for that Purpoſe a few Words may be added 
i'F in the new Clauſe before mentioned. Jes hilt ne: 
il When the Accounts have been ſo inſpeted and examined, 
1 and the proper Deductions made, I will ſuppoſe it to appear, 

| 2 That A has paid for the iſt of the Three Years, J. 65 7 6 
Wu r 8 2 6 
5 For the 3d Lear. — 105 © © 
lf i | Making together, $57 96 
fk A third Part of which Sum being As Medium 
15 will be, 55 1 85 16 6 


Let B's Payments be calculated in the ſame Manner, | 
: which I will ſuppoſe to amount, on the Medium 


of the Three Years, to ORF "'Yx0-- 0-6. 
| oo, OO TIO ITSRS. ) 0-5 of 


The total Amount of the annual Payments will be 432 16 6 


Suppoſe the Month's Expences paid by the ſeveral 
8 Pariſhes, under the above Heads, according to | 
the Direction of the Act, ſhall amount to 300l. 

the Queſtion will be, If 4321. 16s. 6d. the 
total Medium of all the Pariſhes, requires 300l. 

what will 85]. 16s. 6d. require? — When that 

hall be worked by the Rule of Three, multi- 
plying the third Number by the ſecond, and 
_ dividing it, when ſo multiplied, by the firſt, the 


Anfwer will be, that 4's Proportion amounts to 59 9 | * 
B's Proportion, when worked in the ſame Manner 
will be, 2 + WM 
C's Do. - . 8 
f dro 5 Fl 
Making together the whole Sum expended, 30⁰ 0 0 
When thoſe Medium Sums ſhall be ſettled and proportioned 
at their Firſt Meeting, there will be no Occaſion to repeat that 
Trouble afterwards, as the Firſt Sum will be the ſame on all future 


Calculations, and to prevent Trouble in adjuſting the Proportions 
at every Monthly Meeting ; I would propoſe that, at every Poor 
| , © 23 | Houſe, 


NT er nas — — 


. 
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Houſe, ſoon after the Firſt Medium Proportions, ſhall be ſo 


aſcertained, there ſhall be a Table fixed up, calculating the Pro- 
portion of each-Pariſh, ' Townſhip or Place, to any given Sum, 
from the ſmalleſt to the preateſt that is likely to be expended 
ia that Diſtrict within the Month, which will make every Ac- 
count clear, and eaſy to the meaneſt Underſtanding, and will be 
liquidated in an Inſtant. 06D DIMUDII ZE BUT TIS 


** K 
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Mode of adjuſting the Second Account mentioned in 
the Act reſpecting the Viduals, Beer, Firing, and 
other Neceſſaries. 5 


As ſoon as the Agreement is made for Uniting ſeveral 


Pariſhes, &c. I think the Guardians ſhould meet, and conſider 
what will be a proper Weekly Sum to be paid into the Hands of 
the Treaſurer for every Perfon admitted into the Poor Houſe, 


eſtimating it, as near as they can, to the probable Expence of 
maintaining them ;—that the Guardians ſhall pay to the Trea, 
ſurer, at every Monthly Meeting, what ſhall be due for every 
ſuch Perſon upon that Calculation, for the Time he has been 
kept there in the Month preceding; and in order to aviod 
Fractions, if any Perſon ſhall have been there four Days or 
more, in any of the Weeks, it ſhall be conſidered as a full Week, 


and if leſs than Four Days, no Charge ſha]! be made for it;. 
| that, in order to avoid Difficulties in adjuſting the Account, a 


Table ſhall be provided, in like Manner as before, and fixed up 
in the Houſe, with proper Columns for the Number of Perſons, 
the Number of Weeks, and the total Amount, according to the 
Weekly Sum ſo agreed upon, by which that Account will like- 
wiſe be ſettled, without the leaſt Trouble or Difficulty. _ 
The ſeveral Monthly Sums paid for each Pariſh on this Second 
Account, and alſo the groſs Sums ſhould be entered in the Hrea- 
ſurer's Book; and at the End of the Year, it ſhould be comput- 
ed whether the Payments, by the ſeveral Pariſhes, have amount- 


ed to more or leſs than the Sum expended; if to more, the 


Guardian of each Pariſh ſhould receive, —if to leſs, he ſhou[d 
pay his Proportion thereof to the Treaſurer, to ve computed ac- 
cording to the Firſt Account. | | 1 
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M 22 propofed for condutting the Meet ing. 


| In order to prevent Trouble and Confuſion at the Public 
* Meeting for adapting the Proviſions of the Act, Directions may 
i be given therein, by Five or more ſubſtantial Perſons, having 
bþ a Right to vote at ſuch Meeting, to ſign the Notice thereof 
[if directed by the Act; and that thoſe Pertons ſhall, previous to 
Wi the Meeting, examine and inſpect the Poor's Rates for every 
("WF ſuch Pariſh, &c. and make out a Lift, in Concurrence with 
1 other Principal Inbabitants, of the ſeveral Perſons who ſhall ap- 
ji 1 pear to them to have a Right to vote, according to the Direc- 
"th tions of the Act, and ſhall produce the ſaid Lift at ſuch 
q! Meeting. . . | 


That the Firſt Buſineſs of the Meeting ſhall be to e- 


hy » |. let a Chairman' to preſide, and ſome proper Perſon to take 
45 0 the Votes, and alſo Two Perſons as Referees, to deter- 
[x tj mine any Doubts which may ariſe touching the Qualifica- 
1 | tion of any Voter. Which Referees, with the Chairman, ſhall 
1 immediately retire, if the Majority ſhall appear doubtful, and 
% mall, after hearing and contidering the Evidence to be of- 
„% | fered, determine the ſame, and make their Report thereof to 
1 the Perſons ſo aſſembled; and if the Referees ſhall differ in 
1 Opinion, the Chairman {hall decide. | | 
„ Having been of late much engaged in other Buſineſs, I have 
1 _ Dot had leiſure to digeſt this Matter ſo fully as I could wiſh ; but, 
7 as I am willing to give what Light and Information J can, 
it upon fo intereſting a Subject, in its preſent Situation, I hope 


15 the caudid Reader will excuſe the Imperfections. | 
4 T. GILBERT. 


